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Walter A. Obos 

U.S. Navy 
Hospital Apprentice 

 
 Walter Obos was born in Chicago, IL on 28 April 1926 
to Joseph and Genevieve Obos who came to America from Po-
land. He enlisted as an Apprentice Seaman (AS) for two years 
at age 17 (parent’s permission) on 24 Aug 1943 and was sent to 
the US Naval Training School (NTS) in Farragut, Idaho. He 
received basic military naval training to become a Hospital 
Apprentice and a Pharmacist’s Mate. 
 On 03 Mar 1944, Walter transferred to the USS LST 
512 (Burnett County), a tank landing assault ship, designed to 
serve as an interim hospital. He was in the American Theater 
of Operations until 15 Apr 1944. Walter then served on this 
same vessel in the European Theater of Operations to 15 Oct 
1944. Walter was a participant in the invasion of Normandy, 
France on 06 June D Day, and continued in follow up shuttle 
service for injured soldiers. The USS 512 landed at the Easy 
Red Sector of Omaha Beach at Normandy, France. 
 In July, Wally received advanced medical training 
and continued in the shuttle service. He was transferred after 
the ship LST 512 was damaged and most of her crew was 
moved out. By November he was in Boston, received a 23 day 
home leave before reporting to California in December. He was 
destined for additional service in the Philippines and was there 
by March 1945. Walter remained in the Pacific for almost one 
year. Then February 1946 he was awarded several medals be-
fore being transferred back to California. 
 On 09 Apr 1946, he was transferred to Great Lakes, 
Illinois USNTC for discharge. He was recommended for re-
enlistment, but declined. He was a Hospital Apprentice First 
Class (HA 1c) and received an honorable discharge. Walter 
received the following awards:  
  

Philippines Liberation Ribbon with one Star 
European, African, Middle East Campaign Medal 
Asiatic, Pacific Area Campaign Medal 
American Area Campaign Medal 
WW II Victory Medal 

 

 Through the years Walter never spoke of his mili-
tary service. He was an active member of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars. He reported for higher duty on January 
1978 and now rests at St. Adalbert’s in Chicago. This infor-
mation was gathered from his Navy records.  
 
Penny Jasper, daughter 
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